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NTRODUCTION

ln ihe I987 Report to Congress entitled "Monogement of Wostes from

the Explorotion, Development ond Production of Crude Oil, Noturql Gos

ond Geothermol Energy," the U.S. Environmeniol Protection Agency (EPA)

presenled estimotes on lhe omounl of oil ond gos drilling ond production

wostes generoied in the United Slotes. Those estimqtes were provided to

ihe Agency by rhe Americon Petroleum lnstitute (APl). specificolly, API esti-

moted thot 36] million borrels of drilling wostes ond 20.9 billion borrels

of produced woter were generoted in 1985 from explorotion ond produc-

tion (E&P) operofions. API loler estimoted thoi 1 1.8 million borrels of other

wosies ossocioted wiih E&P operolions were generoted thoi some yeor.

Drilling oclivity in the uniied slotes hos declined significontly since I985,

which would result in o corresponding reduciion in the generotion of drill-

ing wosies. According to the lnternotionol Associotion of Drilling

Controctors, the totol footoge drilled for oll oil ond gos wells dropped

from 3l5.4 million feet in 
,l985 to 133.1 million feet in '199,l 

, o decrecse

of 58 percent. ll seems logicol to ossume rhot drilling wqste volumes

would hove declined proportionotely during this time' On the other hond,
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